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Abstract. This article considers author definition of the notion “moral culture”. The present study
analyzes theoretical interpretation of the spiritual nature of the language and its impact on the
personal moral culture formation. The particular importance should be attached to philosophical,
religious, ethical and pedagogical study searches of the existing situation of the research. The
problem of Ukrainian language spreading among the youth has been explained. The present study
analyzes the problem of mother tongue learning in educational institutions as a basis of moral
education. It has been found out that in order to overcome spiritual-moral crisis in modern
Ukrainian society, education must be exercised exceptionally in the standard literary Ukrainian
language, due to the fact that it is fundamental principle of the moral culture. The necessity of
creation not just linguistic identity, with certain totality of language skills, but also nationally
conscious linguistic identity so far as it is a pledge of a person and nation moral culture increase.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Theoretical understanding of the language impact on personal moral culture shaping originates
from the moment of its beginning as a system of symbols and signs, with encoded results of cognition
and social activity. In the process of research it has been found out that there is little quantity of
linguistic works devoted to the spiritual nature of the language in contemporary Ukrainian philology.
For a long time, Ukrainian linguists considered language as a means of communication, leaving aside
its socio-cultural functions. Changes in language research have been observed from the end of the last
century, not just within linguist environment, but also among specialists in culture, philosophy, logics,
culture study, psychology, etc. The majority of theories and concepts concerning the place, role and
functions of the language in cultural formation of society and identity certify importance of the
scientific understanding of the given phenomenon.

The emphasis has been placed on the statements of contemporary Ukrainian scholars
(V. Andruschenko, L. Huberskyi, M. Mukhalchenko) whose opinion was that “there cannot be any
renovation of the society, formation of national identity, democratic relations application without a
regard of culture. Culture enriches nation with common to mankind values, joins person to creativity,
brings up economic and moral-ethical features. Therefore, cultural development has to be considered
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alongside with economic and political problems” [1, p. 49]. With the regard to the problem mentioned,
we consider the role of specialist language culture of any sphere of activity as a principal in the
structure of moral culture.

2. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

2.1. FORMATION OF PERSONAL MORAL CULTURE IN THE HUMANITIES

On the basis of literature analysis, thorough study of the latest scientific researches, we defined the
notion of “moral culture” as a result of moral development (consciousness and behavior) that reflects
the level of morality — totality of opinions, conceptions, norms, evaluations created and declared by
humanity, that positively regulates the behavior of individual in practical behavior.

Native philosophy investigates the notion of moral culture on the two levels: general (social) and
single (personal). On the general level, particular importance should be attached to the conditions of
moral culture education. The aim of the recent past researches was aspiration in strengthening the then
social order, giving it at least democratic and human features (V. Andruschenko, V. Danylovych.,
I. Danylenko, H. Vasianovych, V. Zots, V. Kremen, I. Nadolnyi, V. Shynkaruk and others). These and
other scholars investigated world-view and functional roles of moral culture in society, grounded
interrelation of common to mankind and national in moral culture.

The main principle of philosophical analysis of moral culture in the period of “perestroika”
(reformation) (the middle of the 80t XX century) is correlation between freedom of society and freedom
of personality (single aspect). A lot of scholars (S. de Bovuar, R. Aron, K. Popper, D. Lukach, M. Ponti,
A. Lefevere, F. Haek and others) strengthened the idea, according to which loss of freedom in
authoritarian society had a negative impact on the level of its moral culture.

In contemporary philosophical studies, particular attention is paid to the role of moral culture in
the system of human communication, mutual understanding. This point of view is brightly expressed
in philosophical hermeneutics. The main representatives of philosophical hermeneutics (H. Gadamer,
W. Dilthey, E. Cassirer, P. Ricoeur, Ju. Habermas, M. Heidegger, F. Shleiermacher) affirm that human
being with high level of moral culture aspires to understand other person, due to his/her consciousness,
volitional and sensual spheres.

Interesting achievements in the research of contemporary problems of moral culture can be found
in religious philosophy. Tireless researcher of Ukrainian culture I. Ohiienko considered moral culture
as a positive spiritual value, as a worldview system of moral and cultural knowledge, convictions,
feelings and skills, standards and relations, interests and demands, cultural-moral experience and
behavior directed at self-completion and personal fulfillment.

The famous Ukrainian thinker and pedagogue H. Vashchenko considered that the essence and
content of moral culture was connected with two main phenomena: God and Motherhood. The
pedagogue was at the opinion that personal moral culture acquires genuine worth and meaning when
proves that it will serve faithfully to native nation, follow Christian Commandments and principles
[4, p. 174-175].

Morale culture problem analysis is complemented with searches of ethical opinion representatives.
In particular L. Arkhanhelskyi paid particular attention to grounding of moral culture methodological
principles, to the place and role of moral consciousness in forward society development, worthwhile
aspects of morale culture etc. A. Huseinov devoted his works to the social nature of moral culture, its
structure, impact of social environment on personal moral culture formation, interconnection of
responsibility, duty, and moral culture etc. Member of the Academy I. Zyazyun profoundly examined
scientific and creative inheritance of the famous scholar-psychologist E. Fromm drew a conclusion that
nowadays the main problem of the human being is indifference to oneself and his/her moral culture.

The brilliant works of the genius and worldwide known pedagogue, unsurpassed personality —
Vasyl Sukhomlynskyi played a leading part in the research of moral culture essence and content. In his
scientific works, the scholar builds up integral system of personal moral culture formation. The
pedagogue put the stress on the fact that every person, regardless sex, age, profession, nationality
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should have high level of moral culture. Without it, one could loss human nature. V. Sukhomlynskyi
emphasized on integral unity of two social phenomena: culture and ethics. On the one hand, it is a
culture in ethics, on the other hand - explains moral aspect (culture value).

At the present stage Ukrainian scholars also investigate different structural elements of personal
moral culture due to the main problems. These are: L. Burdeyna, H. Vasianovych, O. Hordiychuk,
V. Hryn’ova, O. Denyschyk, N.Zayachkivska, T.Isaienko, D.Kovalenko, O.Kryvosheyeva, S. Kruk,
L. Moskalyova, A. Pavlenko, V. Salko, M. Sitnikova, A. Shemshuryna etc.

On the basis of the given research we state that problem of the essence and content of personal
moral culture, methods of its education have always been within eyesight of native and foreign
scholars. Taking into consideration these researches, we analyze influence of the Ukrainian language on
personal moral culture formation.

2.2. ROLE OF THE UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE IN MORAL CULTURE FORMATION

The impact of the language on personal moral culture formation is indisputable, the famous
philologist O. Radchenko consideres that “language is displayed by strength” [19, p.142]: at home, at
school, in the street, in the shop etc. As it generally known, the great thinker W. von Humboldt noticed
that language is an influential tool and form of human needs realization and it is a spiritual life of the
person, given that functions of the language is a “spirit organism, as well as structure of muscular fiber,
circulation of blood, arborization of nerves — body organism” [9, p. 365].

In this context, contemporary linguists N. Nepyivoda and V. Churina assume that language skills
in everyday and professional activity are of major importance not just as totality of rules, but also as a
culture of living together in society, world view picture, mean of society shaping, and self-
expression” [14].

German philosopher M. Heidegger wrote that language is a spiritual “house of being” and
“dwelling of human nature” [5, p. 49]. Therefore, language is a feature of human spiritual life, who
takes part in construction of every personality. Ukrainian pedagogue V. Sukhomlynskyi in his
groundbreaking conception states that the essence of mother tongue is displayed by irreplaceable basis
of personality construction from the moment of birth to extreme old age. In the author’s opinion,
mother tongue is a foundation of spiritual integrity of human being. V. Sukhomlynskyi considered
language culture as a mirror of a human spiritual culture [25, p. 202-212].

Taking into consideration the fact that language is a constituent of moral and spiritual life of a
personality, the following scholars V. Zahorodnova, I.Kresina, L.Matsko, L. Skurativskyi,
M. Pentylyuk, O. Bilyaev, S. Yermolenko payed particular attention to the necessity of formation not
just language personality, that masters certain totality of language skills, but also nationally conscious
language personality as far as it is a pledge of general culture level increase.

Pedagogue K. Ushynskyi placed the great emphasis to learning of mother tongue as a basis of
personal moral education and “any kind of intellectual development”. He supposed that moral and
spiritual development takes place when a child masters expressive means of mother tongue,
understands not just words, word combinations and modifications, but also a lot of notions, opinions,
feelings, artistic images, logic and language philosophy and absorb it easily and quickly...native word
— great national pedagogue [26, p. 271].

Any foreign language will never have the same influence on spiritual development of a society as
mother tongue has; a foreign language will never penetrate into its spirit and body, never take deep
roots with rich and sustainable development. That is why K. Ushynskyi considered that the Ukrainian
language teaching was the main subject, and integral part of the other subjects.

Fluent mastery of a mother tongue, its literary standards — is a basis of spiritual and psychological
comfort. A question of urgent importance nowadays is adherence to language standards, due to the fact
that accuracy is one of the particularly determinant characteristic of speech culture. S. Kalenyuk is on
the opinion that: “The main problem of contemporary society is a destruction of the high speech style
level, that anticipates using the most important, the richest language words that nourish spiritual side
of life”. These words are substituted by jargon words, harsh words. This process impoverished and
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narrowed active vocabulary to the critical bound. It is necessary to keep to standards and rules of
Ukrainian literary speech, to use in educational institutions. I. Ohiienko supposed that literary
language is “the most valuable and important tool of spiritual culture and the strongest cement of
unity, the main engine of society spiritual culture development” [15, p.15]. Absence of a literary
language can become a reason for nation’s features loss, which leads to moral disability.
M. Hrushevskui said: “The question of literary language is of particular importance” [8, p.23].

The Ukrainian literary language is profoundly worked up, has a significant history, intellectual
potential, and has to be the basis of all subject matters teaching. This is the right of the state and ethnic
nation. Indispensable condition of the state’s language policy is a compulsory mastering of the state
Ukrainian language by all citizens and purposeful efforts of Ukrainian philologists — teachers, lecturers,
scientists and methodologists. The language is a criterion of a culture and individuality. As
O. Potebnya mentioned “language individuality distinguishes person as individuality and the brighter
this individuality is, the better it reflects language characteristics of the society” [18, p. 9].

Nowadays teaching the Ukrainian language in Ukraine has an exceptional meaning. Ya. Yanush
says that it can solve the most important problems of contemporary society — problems of youth moral
education, studying at secondary and higher educational institutions. Insufficient attention to the
Ukrainian language might have a negative influence on the Ukrainian society [28].

Every specialist must understand the importance of the mother tongue teaching influence their
formation as individualities. In psychology, scholars drew the conclusion that using a foreign language
in everyday life has a very bad influence on the nation and society [17].

Any other language, except national, does not keep balance with above mentioned spheres of
human nature and is a bad influence on individual growth. Psychologists state if individuals do not
communicate with other people in their mother tongue, they might have the feeling of “language
nostalgia”, which depresses psyche [24]. “Every student of the higher school first of all has to know the
literary language, its pronunciation and spelling” [16, p. 47]. Therefore, in order to overcome spiritual
and moral crisis in relations between people, future specialist should learn the standard Ukrainian
literary language, because it is a fundamental principle of a moral culture.

Highly educated specialist of any profession should not use “surzhyk”, obscene vocabulary,
vulgarisms, he must use the language skills that show own professional knowledge and level of
culture. Contemporary linguist I. Drozdova notices that “specialist language individuality and
language culture is indissoluble. Students have to choose professional vocabulary obtained in the
higher educational institution” [11]. Therefore, stating that “Language culture is a general culture of
individuality” contemporary scholar N. Forys proves that the world should strive for perfect mastery
of the mother tongue in young generation, because it is a means of thoughts and feelings expression
[27]. However, the problem of students’ language culture is not just pressing, but painful, since it does
not meet the needs of the society and their speech culture is the brightest argument of their morality,
inner world and culture in general, states T. Hrytsenko [27].

The low level of language culture is the low level of moral and spiritual, professional culture, lack
of information about language standards and norms, indifferent attitude to speech, sluggishness of
thought, language slovenliness, reluctance to self-control. In our opinion, nowadays, in time of changes,
culture of communication plays a significant role in the society.

Youth and public servants, in particular, more often begin to use slang, jargon words, as the result
they are not able to accurately formulate thoughts and make up sentences, that is why it is high time to
think about language problems. Language accuracy increases work efficiency, helps to find a solution
in complicated professional situations. Students have to understand that the level of individual
professionalism is defined not just by profound knowledge of the speciality, but ability to be an
individual of high moral principles in any situation.

With the help of cultural language, an individual maintains connection with world, which helps to
improve spiritual and moral life. In such way, individual adapts to environment and actively changes
it. Contemporary linguist H. Sahach points out that obscene words “cripple the soul, body, humiliate
individual spirit” [22, p. 146]. “Rotten” words, due to Halyna Sahach, humiliate the spirit of the speaker
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and listener. “Word ecology generates nation’s spirit ecology”. P. Florenskyi was of the same point of
view and stated that firstly word wins the speaker and then the listener. The Bible says “Let a rotten
saying not proceed out of your mouth” (Ephesian 4:29). Therefore, accurate pronunciation, personal
language culture should generate positive changes, since it lies with it to shape spiritual and moral
world of other people.

T. Isaienko considers that contemporary young man, who pretends to be intellectually mature
individual, the bearer of moral culture has to operate with knowledge about communicative features of
high-quality communication, essence of communication and its mechanisms, principles of
communication, communicative situations, behavior models in the process of communication,
methods, ways, and ways of information transfer, that realizes the main aim of Ukrainian language
learning — formation of nationally conscious, spiritually rich language individuality who has skills and
can use language means of communication. Therefore, the Ukrainian language, as a subject, plays a
significant role in personality formation. It should be mentioned that a lecturer must not only teach
literary language standards, but also love to one’s fatherland and cultivate the sense of national and
language consciousness.

3. CONCLUSIONS

There are a lot of ways how to educate and improve personal moral culture, but substantial place is
taken by language culture. All processes in Ukraine’s social life should be conducted in the Ukrainian
language, since every science in a foreign language “does not take roots in personality” (I. Ohiienko),
does not have “strong influence” on spiritual growth (K. Ushynskyi) and slows down intellectual,
psychological, emotional, and moral growth of a personality.

Language policy should be concentrated on the single language mode, due to the fact that struggle
for speech culture is a responsibility of every teacher. Every specialist must perfectly master the
Ukrainian literary language. Personal speech culture is the brightest indicator of its morality, spiritual
world, professionalism and thorough culture development.
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Oazexcienko Hataaia. CyrthHicTh MOpaabHOI KyABTYpM OCOOMCTOCTI Ta BIIAMB YKpaiHChKOI MOBM Ha ii
¢opmysannst. 2Kyphar [puxapnamcvkozo ynisepcumemy imeni Bacuas Cmepanuxa, 5 (1) (2018), 150-155.

Y craTrri mogaHO aBTOpChbKe BM3HAYeHH:S IIOHATTA “MopaabHa KyabTypa”. IlpoanazizoBano
TeOpeTNYHe OCMMCAEHHS AYXOBHOI IIPUPOAM MOBU Ta ii BIAMB Ha (OPMYBaHHSI MOPAABHOI KyABTYpU
ocobucTocTi. 3HauHa yBara HPUAIASETHCA IUTAHHAM 3'SACYyBaHHS 3araabHO(PiA0CO(PCHKIX, peairiHmx,
€TUYHUX 1 IelaroriyHMx IIOIIYyKiB BMBYEHHs Cy4aCHOTO CTaHy Ui€i npoOaemu. Bucsitaeno mpobGaemy
IIOIIMpPEeHHsT YKPaiHChKOI MOBHU cepej MO404i. 3AiliCHEHO aHaai3 NMMTaHHA BUBYEHH:S pigHOI MOBM Yy
HaBYaABHNUX 3aKAajax sAK OCHOBM MOpPaAbHOTO BUXOBaHHA OCOOMCTOCTi. 3'ACOBaHO, IO AAs ITOAOAaHHS
AYXOBHO-MOpaAbHOI KpU3M B Cy4aCHOMY YKpaiHCHKOMY COLiyMi HaBuaHH:s Ma€ BigOyBaTuCsA BUKAIOYHO
YKPalHCBKOIO AiTepaTypHOIO MOBOIO 3 yCiMa Ii BUMOraMH, aAXe Iie € IIePIIOOCHOBOI0 MOPAAbHOL KyABTYPI.
Ob6rpyHToBaHO HeOOXiAHICTH (pOPMYBaHHA He IIPOCTO MOBHOI OCOOMCTOCTI, SIKa BOAOAI€ IIEBHOIO CYKYIIHICTIO
MOBHIX 3HaHb i HaBMYOK, a HaIliOHaAbHO CBiZOMOI MOBHOI OCOOMCTOCTi, OCKIABKM Ile € 3aIllOpPyKOIO
MiABUILIEHH: PiBHA MOPaAbHOI KyAbBTYPM AIOAMHM Ta HaLil.

Karouosi caoBa: MopaabHa KyAbTypa, OCBiTa, yKpaiHChKa MOBa, BUCOKOMOpaAbHuIL (paxiBellb, pigHa
MOBa, KyAbTypa 0CODMCTOCTI, (POPMYBaHHsI MOPAAbHOI Ky ABTYPU.



