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LIANG QICHAQ’S VIEWS ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF PEDAGOGICAL EDUCATION IN CHINA

Abstract. This article explores the historical and philosophical development of teacher education in China, with a particular
focus on Liang Qichao’s contributions. It begins by highlighting China’s long tradition of valuing education, from ancient
teachings to modern reforms, noting the pioneering work of educators like Kong Qiu and Han Gui. However, it was Liang Qichao
who first formalized teacher training in the late Qing Dynasty. His 1896 publication «On Teacher Training» laid the foundation for
establishing teacher training colleges in China, addressing both the inadequacies of the existing system and the essential need
for reforms to cultivate high-quality educators. This reform, rooted in his patriotism and desire to strengthen China, aimed at
improving teacher qualifications and instilling moral and intellectual values in educators.

The article further delves into the core of Liang Qichao’s teacher education philosophy, emphasizing his vision of a
specialized, multi-tiered teacher education system. Liang proposed a comprehensive, three-level educational structure
consisting of normal teacher training schools, higher teacher training schools, and teacher training universities. He stressed
the importance of teacher quality and believed that education should aim to produce "new people” who could adapt to the
changing needs of society. His notion of "new people” was a blend of traditional Chinese values and Western ideals, aiming to
foster a generation of well-rounded, morally upright citizens capable of contributing to national progress.

The article examines Liang’s curriculum proposal for teacher education, which blended both Chinese and Western
educational practices. Liang advocated for a curriculum that incorporated classical Chinese learning, Western scientific
knowledge, and practical teaching methods. He emphasized the need for teachers to foster individuality in students, encourage
critical thinking, and connect education with societal needs. His progressive views on teacher training marked a significant shift
in Chinese education, shaping the trajectory of teacher education institutions in the country.

Keywords: Liang Qichao, chinese teacher education, higher education, teacher training, youth education.

nornaaun ngH LIYAO HA PO3BUTOK MEAArOri4HOI OCBITU B KUTAI

AHoTauia. Y cTatTi po3rngagaloTbCs iCTOPUYHUIA Ta GinocopCbKMiA PO3BUTOK NeaaroriyHoi oCBiTK B Kutai 3 akLeHTOM Ha
BHecKky JlaH Lliyao. BoHa NoYMHaETbCA 3 HArofOWEHHS Ha OaBHIM Tpaguuii nowaHyBaHHa ocBiTM B Kutai: Bifg cTapogasHiX
y4eHb [0 cydacHux pedopm, NigkpecneHo HOBATOPChKY OisIbHICTb Takux Mucautenis i negaroris, gk Konr Lo Ta XaH lNyi.
OpHak came Jlan Llivao HanpukiHui avnacTii Ui ynepwe odiujiiHo 3amouyatkysaB MiaroTosky BuuTenis. Moro nybnikauis
1896 poky «[Mpo MiAroToBKY BYMTENiB» 3aknana OCHOBY A5 CTBOPEHHS MefaroriyHux konenxis y Kurai, y Hill yBMpasHeHO
K HedonikM YMHHOI CUCTeEMMU, Tak i HeobXxigHiCTb pedopM Ana nMiaBULLEHHS SKOCTi ocBiTM. Ls pedopma, 3ymoBneHa
natpiotnamom JlaH Llivao i /ioro nparHeHHam 3miuHuTM Kutaid, Oyna cnpsamoBaHa Ha MiaBULLEHHS KBanidikauii BUMTENIB i
BMPOBamXXEHHA MOPasbHUX Ta iHTeNeKTyalbHUX LIHHOCTEN Y NiAroTOBKY Neaaroris.

Y cTaTtTi TakoX A0KNaAHO po3rnaaaeTbes neparoriyHa dinocodis JisHa Llivao, nigkpecneHo noro 6aveHHs crneujanizoBaHoi
0araTtopiBHEBOi CUCTEMW MNeAaroriyHOi OCBITU. Y4YeHuli 3anponoHyBaB KOMMIEKCHY TPUPIBHEBY CTPYKTYPY OCBIiTW, LLO
BKJIIOYaNa HopMasbHi NegaroriyHi LWKOM, BULL MegarorivyHi WKOMAW Ta YHiBepcuTeTW AN NiArotoBkM BYMTeEniB. Po3kputo
BaXJIMBICTb SIKOCTi OCBITM BUMTENiB Ta HEOOXIQHOCTI afanTyBaTUCs OO0 3MiHIOBaHMX NoTpeb cycninbcTBa. HaronoweHo Ha
KOHUEeMNL|i «HOBUX Noaen» Ta NOEAHaHHI TPAAULINHNX KUTANCbKMX LLIHHOCTEN i 3axifH1X ifeanis, CNPSIMOBaHMX Ha BUXOBaHHA
MOKOJIiHHA BCEBIYHO PO3BMHEHUX, MOPaNbHO CTIKUX rPOMaAsH, 30aTHUX CNPUSTU HaLiOHaNbHOMY NMPOrpecy.

Y cTatTi npoaHani3oBaHo igei BYEHOro LWLOA0 HaBYaNbHOI Nporpamun oas nefaroriYyHnX 3aknagis, WO NoegHyBan KUTANChKI
M 3axigHi OCBITHI NpakTuku, JlaH Llivao BMUCTynas 3a nporpamy, LLO BK/tOYana Knacu4Hi KMTalCbKi 3HaHHSA, 3axifHy HaykoBY
OCBITYy Ta MpakTM4Hi MeToau BUKadaHHs. BuokpemneHo igei JigHa Llivao wono HeoOXiaHOCTI BUXOBAHHS iHAMBIAYaIbHOCTI
B YYHIB, CTUMY/IIOBAHHS KPUTUYHOIO MUCIIEHHS, B3aEMO3B’A3KY OCBITU i3 MOTpe6amu CycninbCTBa, HOBATOPCHLKI MOrnsan Ha
NiArOTOBKY BYATENIB, WO CTanM 3HA4YHMM MOLUITOBXOM O PO3BUTKY NMeaaroriyHoi oceitn B KuTai.

KniouoBi cnoBa: JlaH Lliyao, kutalicbka negaroriyHa OCBiTa, BuLA LIKONA, NiAroTOBKA BYNTENS, BUXOBAHHS MOJOL;.

INTRODUCTION

The problem formulation. Education is the basis for a hundred years of planning. Since ancient times, China
has attached great importance to the development of education, stressing the important position of teachers, many
educators in their educational theories have discussed the teacher's moral character, teacher's watch and other
teacher's way, and put forward the method of teaching, such as Kong Qiu advocated the "teaching without class”,
"learning by applying”, Han Gui wrote "Teacher Says" article. The teacher said” a text, and so on.

Analysis of recent research and publications. However, the first educator in history to specifically address the
issue of training teachers through specialised institutions was Mr. Ren Gong Liang Qichao. On Teachers' Training”
was a great work published by Liang Qichao in 1896, which was devoted to the issue of teachers’ training, laying the
ideological foundation for the development of teachers’ training in China and influencing the opening of teachers’
training colleges in the later generations. Various aspects have been studied by Liang Qichao (1999), Zhang Xuemei,
Zhao Xinghui (2023), Liang Qichao (1998), An Zunhua (2014), Liu Min (2018), Zeng Fanyan (1991), Huang Minlan
(2003), Zheng Chunkui (2008), Wei Yixia (2016).

AIM AND TASKS RESEARCH

This article explores the historical and philosophical development of teacher education in China, with a particular
focus on Liang Qichao’s contributions.

RESEARCH METHODS

In the process of research, theoretical methods of scientific search were used: analysis, synthesis, generalization
of scientific sources, educational and methodological literature, normative educational documents.
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RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH

The Origin of Liang Qichao's Ideas on Teacher Education. Liang Qichao's understanding of the purpose and
significance of teacher education has improved and deepened in a new and higher level. He positioned teacher
education as "the foundation of all schools”, and in 1986, he published an article entitled "On Teacher Education in
the Context of Changing the Law", which was the first time in the history of Chinese education that a special article
was devoted to the issue of teacher education. In "On Teacher Education”, Liang Qichao pointed out that "the rise
of a nation lies in the rise of learning, and the rise of learning depends on teachers”. Teachers are God in the minds
of students, and their moral writings have a great influence on students, and they also had a great influence on the
Chinese education sector at that time. Liang Qichao had already realised that the role of teachers was pivotal. To raise
the role of teachers to a new level and role, the ability, quality, learning, morality, as well as the character of teachers
are among the important factors affecting education at present. Whether at the level of the society, at the level of
the school, or from the teachers and the students themselves, the strong role of teachers in education should be
emphasized (Liang Qichao,1999).

However, in the context of Chinese society at that time, faced with the heavy pressure of internal and external
problems, many teachers simply did not achieve the quality of teaching and educating people, as well as the level
of knowledge, morality and culture that should be possessed, in which, although there is no lack of a number of
outstanding talents, but most of them are indiscriminately, therefore, in the context of the Chinese teachers of varying
levels of quality, indiscriminately, Western teachers and there are all kinds of confusions and problems. Under the
domestic background of the time, Liang Qichao put forward the reform of Chinese education, must pay attention to

Teacher training, teacher training needs to develop teacher training schools, teacher education, and therefore put
forward: "want to reform the old habits, the rise of wisdom, must be the establishment of teacher training colleges for
the first sense (Zhang Xuemei, 2023).

Therefore, the issues of strengthening the role of teachers, improving their qualifications, changing the problems
and confusions of foreign teaching, as well as improving the standard of teachers became the reason and ultimate
aim of teacher education! Therefore, Liang Qichao proposed the reform of founding teacher training colleges in China.

The introduction of teacher training as a system in China was made possible by the two books written by Huang
Zunxian in the 1880s, Nihon Kokushi - Academic Journal, and Nihon Miscellany Poems and Wide Notes. However,
neither Huang Zunxian himself nor any other educational thinker realised the importance of teacher training, and no
one proposed the development of teacher training and the founding of teacher training schools in their own countries
(Liang Qichao, 1998). It was not until 1896 that Liang Qichao, in his attempt to reform education, formally put forward
the idea of establishing teacher training in China for the first time, and published an article in the Times on "Changing
the Law - On Teacher Training”, which was devoted to the shortcomings of the traditional education system and the
importance and necessity of establishing teacher training. Liang Qichao's idea of teacher education was put forward
against the objective background of the society at that time and his own patriotic sentiments and educational ideals
were inseparable (An Zunhua, 2014).

The impetus for the formation and development of Liang Qichao's ideas on teacher education came from his
passionate patriotic fervour and his sense of national responsibility to "take the prosperity and demise of the world as
his own responsibility”. This strong patriotic feeling drove him to actively explore new ways of enriching the country
and strengthening the people, and to form the progressive proposition that education should be used as a means of
promoting teacher training and rescuing the country.

The Connotation of Liang Qichao's Ideas on Teacher Education. The idea and practice of teacher education first
emerged in France in the 17th century, and the teacher education system was first formed in France, Germany,
the United States, Japan and other countries in the following two centuries. During the late Qing Dynasty, some
enlightened Chinese scholars began to reflect on the causes of China's decline in the light of the advantages of the
Western powers, and some scholars, such as Huang Zunxian, talked about the Western teacher education system, but
there was a lack of systematic discussion. The formation of the old Chinese teacher education thought, mainly from
Liang Qichao for the realization of the dream of a strong country and China's domestic and international situation of
profound analysis, he is a broad view and about the take, thick and thin, written and published in the history of modern
Chinese education for the first time in China, a more systematic and dedicated to the discussion of China's teacher
training issues in the monumental work - "Changing Laws and General Discussions on teacher training”.

(I)  Formulation and Characteristics of the Normal Education System

The two earliest teacher-training schools in China, the Nanyang Public School Teachers' College (1897) and the
Normal Hall of the Peking University Hall (1902), were strictly speaking only a department of the academy, not an
independent school. Looking at the current situation of teacher education in China, in 1902, Liang Qichao suggested
imitating the Japanese school system in the Private Discussion on Educational Policies, and drew the Table of
Educational System alone, highlighting the teacher education system.

First, the formulation of the three-tier teacher education system. Liang Qichao specially drew up a three-tiered
and more complete teacher education system. The first tier was a normal teacher training school equivalent to a
secondary school, with three or four years of study; the second tier was a higher teacher training school, equivalent
to a university school, with four years of study; and the third tier was a teacher training university, the same as a
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university college, with free research during the training period and no restriction on the number of years of study. The
third level is the teacher training university, which is the same as the university college, and during the period of study,
students are free to study for as many years as they like. Moreover, each level of school trains teachers for various
types of schools at all levels, with the normal teacher training schools training teachers for primary schools, the
higher teacher training schools training teachers for secondary schools, and the teacher training universities training
teachers for the universities or teachers from the other two teacher training schools.

Secondly, the characteristics of Liang's teacher education system. In this Table of Education System, on the one
hand, teacher education was included in specialised education, which was more complete in the whole education
system and had its own independent system. Teacher education had a higher status, for example, teacher training
universities had an equal status with colleges. On the other hand, teacher education was divided into different levels,
each level had its own academic year, and each level was connected to each other and progressed step by step,
reflecting the objective law of educational development. At that time, the teacher education system in Japan was
divided into two levels: the General Normal School and the Higher Normal School. The General Normal School
recruited graduates from primary and secondary schools and trained teachers for primary schools; the Higher Normal
School trained teachers for secondary schools and the General Normal School. From this, it can be seen that Liang
Qichao, in the light of his own country's situation, made some modifications while following the Japanese teacher
training system, and added the level of teacher training university to the level of higher teacher training in Japan,
which demonstrated the great importance Liang Qichao attached to teacher training, and at the same time expressed
his higher expectations for the quality of teacher training, hoping to train a group of outstanding teachers in teacher
training schools and to ensure the quality of teachers through teacher training.

By comparing Liang Qichao's "Table of Educational System™ and the "Imjin School System”™ promulgated by
the Qing government, it can be found that Liang Qichao divided the teacher education system into three levels,
and in the "Imjin School System", teacher education was divided into two levels, namely, Teacher Training Hall and
Teacher Training Hall, and the teacher training school was included in the school system but not independent. In the
"renyin school system”, teacher education was divided into teacher training colleges and teacher training centres, and
although teacher training colleges were included in the school system, they were not independent, and the highest
level of teacher training colleges was equivalent to the second level of higher teacher training colleges classified by
Liang Qichao (Liu Min, 2018).

Liang Qichao independently drew this "Table of Educational System", although it is the product of imitating the
educational system system of advanced countries, but before him, there is no other educator so systematically and
comprehensively discusses the educational system, let alone in the educational system of the teacher education in
such an important position. This is unparalleled by any other educator before him.

A View of the Purpose of Teacher Education with the New People as its Goal

As the first educator in the history of modern education in China to specifically discuss the need for education
to have a correct goal, Liang Qichao's view of the purpose of education was formed inseparably from his ideal of
education to save the country. In particular, Liang Qichao's discussion of the role and purpose of teacher education
reflects his view of the purpose of teacher education as the goal of the new people.

1. The Formation of the Goal of “New People”

Liang Qichao's views on the purpose of teacher education can be divided into two stages. Firstly, during the period
of the Restoration and Reform of China, Liang Qichao put forward the view of the purpose of teacher education as
"the doctrine of politics and science”, in which he hoped to create a team of teachers with new ideas and knowledge
of the western political and management systems, so as to enable these "new teachers” to play an important role
in school education. He hoped to create a team of teachers with new ideas and knowledge of western political and
management systems, so that these "new teachers” could play a guiding role in school education and train a new
group of political management talents. In the second stage, after the failure of the Reform, Liang Qichao realised that
the goal of saving China could not be accomplished by training only a small number of political talents. Therefore,
from the perspective of the whole social group, he proposed that teacher training should produce "new people”
with the qualities of national ideology, public morality, aggressiveness, autonomy, unity, public morality, and martial
arts. What is a new people? Liang Qichao that "the meaning of the new people are two: one said that the quenching
force of its original and new. Second, it is said to adopt its original no and new. Without one of the two, the time is
no work.” That is, on the one hand, to promote the Chinese people for thousands of years in the accumulation of
traditional culture in the essence of the part, and constantly update and reform, and abandon its backward things; On
the other hand, is to continue to learn from foreign advanced culture, make up for the shortcomings of our culture, to
help transform the Chinese people's national character, so that they become new national to adapt to the needs of
the new era. Liang Qichao's idea of the qualities of such new nationals would be branded with the characteristics of
both traditional Chinese culture and western culture. In other words, the new nationals that Liang Qichao wanted to
cultivate were the combination of the eastern "gentleman” and the western "citizen”

2. The Importance of the Quality of “New People” ( Zeng Fanyan, 1991).

Liang Qichao emphasised that teacher training colleges should pay special attention to shaping the personalities of
teacher trainees. Teacher-training students, both as students of teacher-training colleges and as future teachers, had
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to make themselves "new citizens™ and to teach others to become "new citizens". Therefore, Liang Qichao took "new
people” as the purpose of teacher training, emphasised that the quality of "new people” was essential for teacher
trainees, and encouraged teacher trainees to be clear about their duties, "to take the world as their own", to study
hard, and to seek their own personality. He encouraged the teacher trainees to be clear about their duties and to "take
the world as their own", to study hard, to seek perfection in their personalities, and to seek to establish themselves
as human beings. At the same time, he attached great importance to the all-round development of teacher trainees,
and called upon them to cultivate their wisdom, experience their personality, and protect their free will. The "Sayings
of Young China" is a work of Liang Qichao expounding his thoughts on youth education, in which he puts forward
the important role of the youth in the wisdom of the nation, the wealth of the nation, the strength of the nation, the
independence of the nation, the freedom of the nation, and the progress of the nation, and expresses the importance
he attaches to and the expectation of the education of the young students. But ask, how can a teenager be wise?
How can a teenager be independent? School education occupies an important position in the three major education
systems and is crucial to the training of young people, while teachers are the key to youth education. Therefore, only
teachers with the quality of "new people” can produce students with the new people’s ideas, so that "if teachers are
wise, young people will be wise, and if teachers make progress, young people will make progress”.

(1) Xing Zhi Xue's View of Teacher Training Curriculum

At the end of the Qing Dynasty, the curriculum of traditional school education was mostly set up to adapt to the
imperial examinations, and the content of the curriculum was based on the Four Books, the Five Classics, and the
Chen-Zhu School of Reasoning. Liang Qichao's view of the teacher education curriculum came from his understanding
of foreign teacher education programmes and his own educational insights.

1. Curriculum Content of Learning from China and the West

Because modern China lacked experience in teacher education, Liang Qichao advocated that teacher education
initiatives should actively learn from foreign practices. He believed that the curriculum of teacher education was
the key, and that the reason why Western education only learnt the skin of the West was because of the improper
curriculum. Liang Qichao's thinking on how to set up the content of the teacher education programme was mainly
based on the experience of Japanese teacher education. He learnt that the Japanese teacher training curriculum was
very rich and comprehensive, covering dozens of courses such as teacher ethics, teaching methodology, subject
knowledge and practical crafts. So should the curriculum of Chinese teacher education be set up in the same way?
Liang Qichao believed that the curriculum of teacher education should depend on the national conditions of each
country, so he did not copy the Japanese curriculum, but according to the national conditions of our country, follow
the principle of "slightly according to its system and improve"”, reduce some of the contents that are not suitable
for the Chinese national conditions, and increase the current curriculum. He drew up a complete outline of the
curriculum of the teacher training school, including the six classics, the speciality of Gezhi, the history of the past
dynasties, the situation of the countries, the origin of the characters and the characters of the countries of the six
major categories. This six-category curriculum reflects that Liang Qichao took traditional education as the basis and
expanded the teacher education programme to include the study of Western scientific and technological knowledge
and the knowledge of other languages. The purpose of such a programme was to enable teacher trainees to learn
from both the East and the West, and to learn from both the past and the present, so as to benefit the society. In
addition, Liang Qichao, as the first modern educator to discuss teaching materials and methods, believed that teacher
training classes should offer courses on teaching methods and "the way of teaching”. Therefore, Liang Qichao had
very high requirements for the courses offered to teacher training students, not only focusing on both basic and
professional courses, but also emphasising the importance of teacher training.

2. Combination of Chinese and Western curriculum organisation

In the method of teaching organisation and implementation, Liang Qichao advocated the introduction and creative
use of western teaching materials and methods, as well as the absorption of positive traditional teaching experience.
For example, he highly praised the excellence of the "Records of Learning” in expounding educational principles
and teaching methods. "The Record of Learning is a piece that talks about the teacher training school.” Liang
Qichao put forward several ideas for the organisation and implementation of the curriculum of the Teachers' Training
College, one being that teaching should be gradual and promote individuality. Learning from near and far, gradually
expanding horizons, schools, teachers, students, all three are human relationships, so that everyone can show their
own strengths, to give full play to their personal potential; Second, teaching should be good to start the heavy guide,
teaching in a fun way.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS OF FURTHER RESEARCH

Teachers should guide the students according to the situation, and pay attention to the guidance of the learning
method and the cultivation of students’ self-learning ability, so that the students are willing to learn and more innovative.
Thirdly, teaching should be combined with school and society, and learning should be applied. Liang Qichao emphasised
that "school and society can never be separated”, and that students should focus on the combination of learning,
thinking, practising and acting, and encourage students to discuss social issues with each other. In particular, he
believed that teacher trainees should set up the correct concept of serving the society, and after graduation, they should
still regard themselves as students and never abandon the knowledge and skills learnt in school.
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