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EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL MISSION OF SCIENTIST MARIA KITSIUK
IN SHAPING THE UKRAINIAN IDENTITY OF DIASPORA CHILDREN

Abstract. The Ukrainian diaspora in the United States has made a significant contribution to the preservation of national
identity and the formation of subsequent generations of Ukrainians, who have been nurtured in the traditions of language,
culture, and civic engagement. A key element in this process was the establishment of Saturday and Sunday schools
dedicated to the study of Ukrainian culture. Among the educators who devoted their lives to advancing Ukrainian education
in emigration, a distinguished role belongs to Dr. Maria Kitsyuk, a Ukrainian-American teacher and community activist who
served for many years as the director of the School of Ukrainian Studies in Yonkers, New York. She was actively engaged
in educational and cultural initiatives of the Ukrainian diaspora in the United States. Diaspora periodicals (Svoboda, Surma/
Nova Gazeta) have highlighted her significant contribution to both the school and community. Her life stands as an exemplary
embodiment of dedicated service to the Ukrainian language. At the same time, her worldview reflects a profound sense of
national identity and a genuine commitment to Ukrainian education in the diaspora.

Her life is an exemplary embodiment of service to the Ukrainian language, and her worldview reflects a national identity
and a genuine concern for Ukrainian education in the diaspora.

Having worked for many years within both the American and Ukrainian educational systems, Dr. Maria Kitsyuk developed
her own approaches to teaching English and Ukrainian as foreign languages. In her pedagogical practice, she employed
traditional methods, carefully adapting them to the specific context of the American educational environment.

Distinctive features of Dr. Maria Kitsyuk's methodology: the application of comparative analysis ( particularly through
the study of Ukrainian and American literature, as well as historical figures of Ukraine and the United States); the integration
of multicultural discourse in the educational process (incorporating song, embroidery, folk traditions); an emphasis on the
development of critical thinking with students engaged in essay writing and classroom discussions; the inclusion of extracurricular
activities as an essential component of learning, such as excursions, concerts, and collaboration with Plast scouts.

In the context of a new wave of migration at the turn of the 20th and early 21st centuries, the role of the Ukrainian studies
teacher acquired heightened significance and complexity. Educators faced the dual task of integrating newcomer students into the
school and cultural environment while simultaneously sustaining the interest of children with varying levels of Ukrainian language
proficiency. Through their personal example, as well as their educational and cultural activities, these teachers contributed to
shaping the self-awareness of Ukrainian youth abroad and instilling in them a sense of belonging to a great nation.

Keywords: emigration, Ukrainian schooling, Ukrainian youth, mentor, school of Ukrainian studies.

OCBITHbO-KYJIbTYPHA MICIS1 HAYKOBULI MAPII KILHOK
Y ®OPMYBAHHI YKPAIHCbKOI IBEHTUYHOCTI AITENA OIACNOPU

AHoTauia. YkpaiHcbka piacnopa y CLUA Bigirpana BMHSATKOBY pofib Y 36epexeHHi HauioHanbHOi igeHTUYHOCTI Ta
(GOPMYBaHHI HACTYMHMX NOKOSiHb YKPAiHLIB, BUXOBAHUX Y TPaAMLISIX MOBW, KYNbTYPU Ta FPOMaAsSHCLKOI akTUBHOCTI. Baxnmeum
YMHHMKOM LIbOrO MPOLLECY CTaslo CTBOPEHHS CYOOTHIX Ta HeAjfbHMX LWKiN ykpaiHo3HaBcTBa. Cepep, neaaroris, ski NPUCBATUNIN
CBOE XWTTA PO3BUTKY YKPAIHCLKOI OCBITM B emirpauii, oco6nmse micue nocigae A4-p. Mapis Kiutok - ykpaiHcbko-amepurkaHcbka
negarorvHa 1 rppomajachka gisdka, 6aratopivHa aupekTtopka LLkonu ykpaiHosHascTea B MoHkepci (wraT Helo-Mopk); aktueHa
B OCBITHIX i KyNbTYPHMX iHiLiaTBax ykpaiHcbkoi ajiacnopm CLUA. Mpo ii posib y wKkoni Ta rpoMaai NuLyThb AiacrnopHi BUAAHHS
(«Csoboga», «Cypma»/Nova Gazeta). [i XuTTa € NpuKnagoMm CRyxiHHA yKpPaiHCLKOMY CROBY, Y  CBITOFNSAHMX 3acamax
BifO0GpaxXeHO HaujoHaNbHY iOEHTUYHICTD i WMpe BOOJBaHHS 3a YKPAiHCBKY OCBITY Ha emirpauii.
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Mpauioioym ynpoaoBx OOBrMX POKIB Yy CUCTEMI amMepuKaHCbKOi Ta YKpaiHCbKOi OCBiTM, naHi Mapis HanpaLltoBana BRacHi
aBTOPCbKi METOAVKN BUKNAAAHHS @HIMIACBKOI M YKPAiHCbKOi MOBMW, SIK iHO3EMHOI. Y CBOili pOOOTI HaBYanbHIA AiSNbHOCTI
Mapis Kiutok BukopucToByBana TpaguuiiHi METOAM BUKNaAaHHA 3 aganTauieio 40 aMepukaHCbKOro OCBITHBOrO CEPefoBULLA.

Ocob6nuBocTi ii MEeToAMKN: BUKOPUCTaHHS MOPIBHAMBHOrO — KOMMApaTMBHOrO aHanidy (ykpaiHcbka i amepukaHcbka
nitepatypw, ictopmuHi noctati YkpaiHnum Tta CLUA);MynbTUKYNbTYPHUI OUCKYPC Y HaBYanbHOMY MPOLECi (MiCHS, BMLUMBKA,
HapofHa Tpaauuis); OpiEHTaUis Ha PO3BUTOK KPUTUYHOMO MMWCNEHHS — YYHI Nucanu ece, Gpanu yyacTb Yy [JMWCKYCIaX;
no3akfiacHa akTUBHICTb SIK HEBIA EMHA YaCTUHA HaBYaHHS (EKCKYPCIi, KOHLEPTH, chiBnpaug 3 nnactyHamm).

B ymoBax HOBOi Mmirpauii KiH. XX — no4 XXI CT. ponb y4yuTens LIKOAW yKpaiHO3HaBCTBa MOCUAMNAca W yckiagHunacy,
afXe nepes HUM MOCTano 3aBOAHHS HE NULLE IHTerpyBaT HOBOMPUOYMX YYHIB Y LUKINbHE Ta KyNbTypHE CepefoBuLLE, a i
yTPUMaTK iHTEPEC A0 HaBYaHHS AiTeN 3 PI3HUMU HABUYKAMU PO3YMIHHS YKpaiHCbKOi MOBM. OCOBUCTUIN NpuKNag BYMTENS Ta
OCBITHLO-KYJIbTYPHA LiANIbHICTL GOPMYIOTb CaMOCBIAOMICTb YKPAIHCbKOI MOSIOAI 3a MexaMn YKpaiHW, YKOPIHIOTb BigyyTTS
HaNeXHOCTi 40 BesMKOI Hali.

Knioyosi cnoBa: emirpauiq, ykpaiHCbKe LUKINbHULTBO, YKpaiHCbka MOJIOAb, HAaCTaBHUK, LLKOMA yKpaiHO3HaBCTBA.

INTRODUCTION

The problem formulation. To comprehend the significance of Dr. Maria Kitsyuk's contribution, it is essential to
analyse the history of the establishment and development of Ukrainian studies education for children across different
waves of emigration. A deeper exploration of her pedagogical legacy is vital for understanding how Ukrainian schools in
the diaspora not only sustained their existence but also evolved into a crucial factor in shaping national consciousness
in emigration.

In the aftermath of World War I, the Ukrainian community in the United States experienced significant expansion
due to a new wave of emigration. This development created an urgent need to organise systematic teaching in the
Ukrainian language, history, literature, and culture for children. In response, a network of Ukrainian studies schools
emerged operating under the auspices of community organisations and parishes. These institutions not only fulfilled
an educational mission, but also functioned as centres of cultural preservation and civic education. It was within this
context that Maria Kitsyuk's educational and cultural activities unfolded.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The issue of national education for the younger generation of Ukrainians
abroad has been addressed by: L. Bozhuk, I. Bodnarchuk, H. Vashchenko, M. Vasylyk, I. Golovinsky, I. Goncharenko,
E. Zharky, V. Zhulkovsky, I. Kuchynska, M. Lomatsy, V. Mats'kiv, T. Mykhailenko, O. Nych, I. Ogienko, T. Ronyak, I. Rudnytska-
Yuriychuk, Ye. Fedorenko, V. Yaniv, and others. The specific challenges of teaching the Ukrainian language to children and
youth in the diaspora have been the focus of research by B. Azhnyuk, A. Bohdanyuk, M. Deiko, K. Kysilevsky, T. Rybak,
S. Romanyuk, and Ya. Rudnytsky, R. Smal-Stotsky, L. Khraplyva-Shchur, Yu. Shevelov and other scholars.

Scholars such as H. Byhar, L. Bozhuk, O. Dzhus, V. Kemin, I. Kizin, . Mashkova, A. Onkovich, O. Paliychuk, N. Primas,
I. Pits, S. Ponomarevsky, S. Romanyuk, I. Rusnak, I. Strazhnikova, H. Filipchuk, M. Chepil, and others have studied the
development of Ukrainian schooling abroad.

AIM AND TASKS OF THE RESEARCH

The study aims to reveal the distinctive features of the educational and cultural activities of the prominent figures
of pedagogical mastery; to encourage the academic community to engage in the study of the experiences of the
founders of Ukrainian schooling in emigration; to unite teaching staff for the purpose of conducting a series of
interviews with senior participants in the pedagogical process at specific schools of Ukrainian studies; and to develop
materials for compiling bibliographic indexes, which will serve as a reliable source of historical and biographical
research on the Ukrainian educational paradigm in the United States.

RESEARCH METHODS

The study employs a range of research methods. Theoretical methods, including analysis, synthesis, generalisation,
and classification, play a central role, alongside empirical methods such as observation and the examination of
teaching and methodological materials.

RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH

Dr. Maria Kitsyuk represents a generation of Ukrainians who endured the Soviet terror as well as Austrian and
German forced labour camps. She earned a Master of Arts in Foreign Language Studies from Hunter College and
subsequently obtained a Ph.D. in Linguistics from the City University of New York. Her professional career included
teaching English at Lehman College and Ukrainian to adult Americans. In 1993, she participated in the Fulbright
Program, where she delivered lectures in English to a group of 25 male students from Kharkiv State University. These
students, trained under the Soviet system, were being prepared to work in European and African countries (1993).

Additionally, Dr. Kitsyuk lectured in foreign languages to future English teachers. She compiled workbooks on
the Ukrainian language for the 10th and 11th grades, contributed to the preparation of materials for the New York
State Regents examinations in Ukrainian, and edited the Jubilee Book marking the 50th anniversary of the School
of Ukrainian Studies in Yonkers. Maria Kitsyuk dedicated her education mission to Ukrainian schools in the diaspora
(Nova Gazeta / Surma — presentation of a memorial plaque at the School of Ukrainian Studies in Yonkers). She
served as the correspondence secretary of the School Board of the Ukrainian Cultural Council of America, worked
as a teacher for many years, and acted as an educational advisor in Stamford. Additionally, she directed the School
of Ukrainian Studies in Yonkers, New York, for fourteen years. In addition to her pedagogical and organisational
activities, she authored the autobiographical book "Maria's Story of Hope and Survival” (1922) (Kitsyuk, 2022).
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Teachers as a bridge between generations. In the United States, teachers in Ukrainian schools were predominantly
representatives of the post-war wave of emigration—a period during which these educational institutions were
establishing themselves. In subsequent decades, the children of Ukrainian immigrants also joined the teaching staff.
Their mission was distinctive: to transmit intergenerational experience. By combining the educational and upbringing
functions of the school, teachers provided students with Ukrainian studies, simultaneously cultivating a deep love
and respect for the Ukrainian people, their culture, and their homeland. Instruction extended beyond the classroom
to include individual conversations, cultural gatherings, communal prayers, and choir performances, all of which
reinforced connections between learning and cultural identity.

Maria Kitsyuk had been working in Ukrainian schools in the United States since the 1960s and consistently took an
active role in Ukrainian studies programs in New York and the surrounding region.

The principal areas of her educational activities included:

- teaching the Ukrainian language and literature in middle and high school;

+ developing instructional materials, including lesson plans, curricula, and extracurricular activities;

- fostering a reading culture by engaging students in literary clubs and Ukrainian book festivals;

- promoting cultural education through the organisation of Shevchenko festivals, Christmas nativity plays, and
theatrical performances;

+ advancing pedagogical cooperation through active participation in seminars and meetings of Ukrainian studies
teachers, as well as the exchange of methodological developments.

With extensive experience in both the American and Ukrainian educational systems, Maria Kitsyuk developed her
methods for teaching English and Ukrainian as foreign languages (News12 — 3rd anniversary of the war Community
participation in remembering the war). In her pedagogical practice, she employed traditional teaching approaches,
carefully adapting them to the American educational environment.

Features of Maria Kitsyuk’s Methodology

Several key factors distinguished the methodological approach developed by the educator:

the use of comparative analysis, particularly in examining Ukrainian and American literature as well as historical
figures of both nations;

the incorporation of multicultural discourse into the educational process through songs, embroidery, and folk
traditions;

an emphasis on the development of critical thinking, with students writing essays and engaging in classroom
discussions;

the integration of extracurricular activities as an essential component of learning, including field trips, concerts,
and cooperation with Plast scouts.

Through the consistent application of these approaches, students not only acquired knowledge of the Ukrainian
language but also laid the foundations for a sense of national self-awareness.

In the context of the new wave of migration at the turn of the 21st century, the role of Ukrainian studies teachers
has become increasingly complex and multifaceted. Educators face the dual challenge of integrating new students
into the school and cultural environment, while maintaining the interest in learning among children with different levels
of Ukrainian language proficiency. Having arrived in America at the beginning of russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
| had the honour of being invited to work at a Ukrainian studies school in Yonkers, NY. During this period, | required
professional guidance and support, as teachers in diaspora schools must be multifunctional, serving as teachers, event
organisers, psychologists, cultural mediators, and mentors. Dr. Maria Kitsyuk, in her characteristic thoughtful manner,
explained the specific aspects of teaching Ukrainian as a foreign language, including the structure of educational
programs and challenges related to textbooks (News12 — 3rd anniversary of the war Community participation in
remembering the war). The example of such people convinces us that a teacher is not only an educator, but also
a bearer and guardian of national identity, a link between the past and future of the Ukrainian people outside their
homeland.

Dr. Maria Kitsyuk is the author of the following Ukrainian literature programs for diaspora schools:

1. Ukrainian Literature Program (7th grade) — “The Knight's Era” This structured course, designed for Saturday
schools, covers topics related to Kyiv Rus, chronicles, and folk art. It includes introductory texts, discussion questions,
and tasks designed to develop students’ critical thinking and independent work skills. The program has been
implemented in Ukrainian studies schools across the United States.

2. Ukrainian Literature Program (8th grade) — “The New Era” This course addresses literature from the Baroque
period and subsequent eras. It provides brief biographical notes on writers, discussion questions, and texts for literary
analysis. The program is specifically adapted for diaspora children, taking into account the linguistic characteristics of
Ukrainian as a heritage language.

3. Ukrainian Literature Program (10th grade) This course organises context into thematic sections, with a particular
focus on the works of Olga Kobylianska. Tasks include creating outlines of literary works, responding to discussion
questions, and reviewing brief biographical summaries. The program aims to foster a sense of national identity through
in-depth engagement with Ukrainian literary classics. The example of educators such as Dr. Kitsyuk demonstrates that
a teacher’s role extends beyond instruction: they act as both custodians and transmitters of national identity, serving
as a vital link between the historical heritage and future of the Ukrainian community abroad.
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Maria Kitsyuk’s educational and cultural activities exemplify the multifaceted role of pedagogy in the diaspora. She
not only instructed students but also cultivated their understanding of Ukrainian heritage, preserving and transmitting
the memory of their homeland to future generations (News12 — 2nd anniversary of the war “I'm a refugee...” about the
journey to the US Access mode). We can analyse her contribution across three dimensions: educational, by preparing
students proficient in the Ukrainian language and literature; cultural, by promoting Ukrainian traditions among youth;
and civic, by fostering the development of active members of the Ukrainian community in the United States.

Despite her advanced age, Dr. Maria Kitsyuk remains actively engaged in self-education. She reads the best works
of world literature in their original languages, following recent updates to the Ukrainian spelling (approved in 2024),
methods of teaching the native language, and the life of the Ukrainian community in Yonkers. When asked about her
current work and research, she responded that she keeps regular contact with her children and grandchildren, closely
monitors events in Ukraine, and actively addresses misinformation about the country. For example, she counters
claims equating Ukraine with russia or Kyiv with “russian”. She also challenges long-standing narratives propagated
by russian media, which depict Ukrainians as anti-semitic or collaborators (referring to the so-called Ukrainian Fascist
Army) and misrepresent historical events such as parades in Lviv associated with nationalist symbols. Additionally, she
refutes assertions that Ukraine prosecutes individuals for their faith or that Rusyns (Lemkos) are ethnically russian.
Dr. Kitsyuk fulfils not only pedagogical, but also educational and missionary functions. Her letter to Timothy Snyder,
an American historian and writer, professor at Yale University, is impressive. He is a historian specialising in Eastern
Europe, with particular emphasis on the 20th-century histories of Ukraine, Poland, and Russia. His research addresses
issues of nationalism, totalitarianism, and the Holocaust. He is a full member of the Shevchenko Scientific Society in
the USA. In her analysis of Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin (2010), Dr. Kitsyuk respectfully identifies
several factual inaccuracies:

+ Western Ukraine is represented solely as part of Eastern Poland, neglecting its earlier history within Kyiv Rus;
passages concerning the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, proudly mentioning her husband Yaroslav, who, together
with his brothers, fought for Ukraine's independence against various governments and regimes;
the coverage of the bloody genocide of the Ukrainian nation is incomplete, as the repressions targeted not only
“peasants and Soviet Poles,” but also destroyed the Ukrainian intelligentsia, clergy, and other social groups.

A closer examination of Dr. Maria Kitsyuk's intellectual reflections reveals the distinctiveness of her worldview, which
transcends any single disciplinary or cultural perspective. As a prominent figure in the Ukrainian diaspora, she has, through
her daily efforts, ensured the continuity of national culture in a new environment (Nova Gazeta/Surma — presentation of
a memorial plague at the School of Ukrainian Studies in Yonker). Thus, her educational and social activities have made a
lasting impact on preserving Ukrainian identity among young Ukrainians living overseas.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS OF FURTHER RESEARCH

Therefore, a Ukrainian teacher in a diaspora school is not just an educator. They are builders of a spiritual
bridge between Ukraine and the world. Their personal example and educational and cultural activities shape the
self-awareness of Ukrainian youth outside Ukraine and instil a sense of belonging to a great nation. Thanks to such
pedagogical mentors, Ukrainian children in emigration have the opportunity not only to learn but also to take pride in
being Ukrainian.

Maria Kitsyuk is one of those figures in the Ukrainian diaspora who, through their daily work, ensured the continuity
of national culture in a new environment. Her educational and community activities made a significant contribution to
preserving Ukrainian identity among young people overseas. Further research into her pedagogical legacy is crucial
for understanding how the Ukrainian diaspora school not only survived but also became a significant factor in the
development of national consciousness.
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