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CYYACHI ACNEKTH AI9N1bHOCTI ACUCTEHTA BYUTENSA B IHKJITOSUBHOMY
OCBITHbOMY CEPELOBULLI

AHoTauia. Y cTarTi  OOCAIOXEHO pofib Ta 3HAYEHHS AISNbHOCTI aCUCTEeHTa BYMTENS B IHKO3MBHOMY OCBITHBOMY
cepenoBuvLi ona aitern 3 0cobnMBMMK OCBITHIMM NoTpebamu. 30CepemXeHo yBary Ha CydaCHMX TEHOEHLISAX Ta BUKIMKAX,
3 SKMMUW CTUKAKOTbCS aCUCTEHTW BYUATENS B POOOTI 3 LJEI0 KaTEeropielo Y4HIB LLOA0 CTBOPEHHS iHK/IIO3MBHOIMO OCBITHHOrO
cepenoBuva. 3a3HaA4eHO KJIKOYOBI acnekTy posli aCUCTEHTA BUMTENS, 3-MOMIX GKMX: iHOMBIAyani3auia HaBYaHHS, CNPUSHHS
coujanbHii iHTerpauii Ta ncvxocouianbHii nigTpumui. OcobnmBa yBara nNnpUaINSeETbCA BUKOPUCTAHHIO TEXHOJOTI Ta iHHOBALLi
Yy HagaHHi edeKkTMBHOI MiATPUMKM LiTAM i3 pisHMMM OCBITHIMKM noTpebamn, a TakoX PO3rnisfaloTbCs MUTaAHHS AOCTYMHOCTI
TEXHONOri HaBYaHHS OJ19 BCIX YYHIB, HE3aNEXHO Bif, IXHIX iHOMBIAYaNbHMX 06MeEXeHb Y NoTpeo.

ABTOPU HaroJIOLLYOTb HA B3aEMOS|i aCUCTEHTA BUATENS 3 iHLUMMM y4aCHMKAMM HaBYaSIbHOrO MPOLLECY, TakUMK K 6aTbKy,
BUMTENI Ta iHWIi cneuianicTu, i BaXIMBICTb KOMaHAHOI Ppo60TK Ta 06MiHY AOCBIAOM ANSt AOCATHEHHS ONTMMalbHUX pesynbTaTiB
Yy BUXOBaAHHI Ta HaBYaHHi AjTeli 3 0cO6GMMBUMMK OCBITHIMM noTpebamn. OKPecneHo BUKIIMKM Ta MEePCMeKkTUBU PO3BUTKY
iHKJTIO3MBHOT OCBITM B Cy4aCHOMY OCBITHBOMY CepeaoBULLi, BU3HAYEHO HaNPsSMU NOAINWEHHS NiArOTOBKM aCUCTEHTA BYNTENS,
3a3Ha4YeHO KOMMETEHTHOCTI, IKMMW NMOBWHEH BOMOLITU aCUCTEHT BYMTENS iHKITIO3MBHOMO OCBITHBOIO CepenoBuLa Ans pobotm
3 OiTbMM 3 0COGNMBMMUK OCBITHIMM noTpebamn. Pe3ynbTaTu OOCHIOXKEHHS CIYryloTb BaXJIMBUM [Kepenom iHbopmauii ans
neparoris, JOCNIAHMKIB Ta MPaKTUKIB, WO NpauooTb Y cdepi iHKNO3UBHOI OCBITH.

3po6neHo BUCHOBKM i MPOMOHYETLCH NEPCMEKTUBM MOAANbLUMX AOCHILXKEHb LWOAO PO3BUTKY METOZIB, CMNPSIMOBAHMX
Ha ONTMMI3aLil0 PoNi acUCTeHTa BYMTENS B iHKIIO3MBHOMY OCBITHbOMY CepefoBuLli. ABTOPWU NiAKPECNOTb, WO AiEBe
3a6e3neyeHHs1 HaBYaHHS Ta PO3BUTKY AiTell 3 0COBAMBUMYK OCBITHIMM NOTpeHaMU 3aNULLAETLCS aKTyaSlbHUM Ta BaXJ/IMBUM
3aBOaHHsIM Cy4acHOI NefaroriyHoi HaykKu i NPakTUKu.

Knio4oBi cnoBa: acucTeHT yuuTens, iHKA3MBHA OCBITa, AMTUHA 3 OCOOGAMBMMK OCBITHIMM noTpebamn, OCBITHE
cepenoBuLe.
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MODERN ASPECTS OF THE ACTIVITY OF A TEACHER'S ASSISTANT
IN AN INCLUSIVE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

Abstract. The article explores the role and importance of a teacher's assistant in an inclusive educational environment
for children with special educational needs. It focuses on the current trends and challenges faced by teaching assistants
in working with this category of students. The key aspects of the role of a teacher's assistant, such as individualization of
learning, promotion of social integration and psychosocial support, are indicated. Particular attention is paid to the use
of technology and innovation in providing effective support to children with different educational needs, and the issue of
accessibility of technology for all students, regardless of their individual limitations or needs, is also addressed.

Emphasizes the interaction of the teacher's assistant with other participants in the educational process, such as parents,
teachers and other professionals, and the importance of teamwork and exchange of experience to achieve optimal results
in the upbringing and education of children with special educational needs. It considers the challenges and prospects for
the development of inclusive education in the modern educational environment, identifies ways to improve the training
and support of teacher assistants. The study serves as an important source of information for educators, researchers and
practitioners working in the field of inclusive education.

Conclusions are drawn and prospects for further research and development of methods aimed at optimizing the role
of the teacher's assistant in an inclusive educational environment are proposed. Effective support for the learning and
development of children with special educational needs remains an urgent and important task, and the article makes an
important contribution to understanding this issue in the modern educational context.

Keywords: teacher's assistant, inclusive education, child with special educational needs, educational environment.

INTRODUCTION

The problem formulation. In the context of European integration changes in the Ukrainian education system, it is
important to adopt the positive experience of European countries and adapt it to the Ukrainian national context. Every
child in Ukraine has the right to equal access to quality education, which is enshrined in the Constitution and other
legal documents. Recognizing this, the country pays special attention to inclusive education, making fundamental
changes in the understanding and provision of quality education for children with special needs.

"Inclusive education is a process that aims to meet the diverse needs of all children by increasing their participation
in learning, cultural activities and community life. This process involves changes and transformations in the content,
approaches, strategies and structures of education. A defining feature is the general concept that it is the regular
school system that is designed to educate all children, with special attention paid to those students at risk of exclusion,
exclusion and marginalization™. Declaration of the World Education Conference (Jomtien, 1990).

An important aspect is to support inclusive education as a means of developing the potential of children with
special needs in educational institutions. This contributes to a significant improvement in the quality of their lives
and opens up new opportunities for personal growth. An important condition is the adaptation of the educational
environment to the individual needs of children and the provision of quality educational services.

In today's educational space, it is important to create an environment where every student has the opportunity to
develop their potential and gain knowledge, regardless of their special educational needs. Inclusive education has
become a key area that promotes diversity in classrooms and takes into account the needs of each student. However,
an effective support system is essential for the successful implementation of an inclusive approach, and the role of a
teacher's assistant is very important.

Analysis of recent research and publications. A large number of scientific studies and publications by Ukrainian
and foreign scholars are devoted to the problem of inclusive education: I. Bekh, M. Bratko, M. Vidninchuk, O. Havrylova,
O. Dubaseniuk, A. Kolupaieva, T. Lapanik, A. Markova, Y. Naida, L. Savchuk, O. Semenog, S. Sysoieva, N. Sofiy, S.
Tyshchenko, J. Raven, I. Khafizullina, V. Khitryuk, and others. However, the role of a teacher's assistant as a specialist
capable of facilitating social interaction in different settings and under different circumstances in the system of inclusive
education in Ukraine remains insufficiently studied and requires further research.

A teacher's assistant in an inclusive classroom is a professional educator who provides additional support for children
with special educational needs. He or she becomes a key player in creating a positive and friendly learning environment
where every student feels important and able to succeed. An important aspect is the training and professional development
of a teacher's assistant. Knowledge of pedagogical methods, understanding of the developmental characteristics of
children with different needs, and teamwork skills are important components of successful work.

In the modern world, technology is becoming an important tool for teaching children with special educational needs. A
teacher's assistant must be competent in using various technologies that help individualize the learning process.

RESEARCH AIM AND TASKS

The purpose of the article is to determine the importance of the role of a teacher's assistant in creating an
effective inclusive learning environment. Focusing on the interaction of the teacher's assistant with students with
different educational needs, and the impact of this role on the quality of the educational process, as well as taking into
account the individual characteristics of each student, contributes to the improvement of learning and development
in an inclusive environment, and the use of various pedagogical methods and strategies to provide optimal support to
each student.

91



MOUNTAIN SCHOOL OF UKRAINIAN CARPATY Ne 29 (2023)

Yy
‘ Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y O Y YWY Y

RESEARCH METHODS

The research is based on the use of a complex of general scientific theoretical methods. In particular, the methods
of theoretical analysis, systematization, comparison of different views on the investigated problem are used. Data
obtained from scientific, methodical and special literature are also summarized. This set of methods allows for a
deeper understanding and analysis of the selected research topic, as well as to create a conceptual foundation for
further conclusions and recommendations.

RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH

The ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Optional Protocol (December
2009) contributed to the acceleration of inclusive education in Ukraine.

In parallel with the radical transformations in the process of integrating children with special educational needs into
the educational environment, Ukraine has needed to revise and adopt a number of regulations that clearly define the role
of the teacher's assistant in the educational process. These legislative changes take into account the importance of the
assistant’s role in creating an effective inclusive environment for children with special needs, namely: The Law of Ukraine
"On Education™ of September 5, 2017, No. 214S-VIII Article 19: "Education of Persons with Special Educational Needs",
Article 20. "Inclusive education™; Order of the State Committee of Ukraine for Consumer Protection and Public Utilities
of 28.07.2010 No. 327, according to which the Classifier of Professions was supplemented with the position of assistant
teacher of inclusive education; Order of the Ministry of Education and Science of December 06, 2010, No. 1205, on the
basis of which the position of teacher’s assistant is provided for in the Standard Staffing Standards for General Education
Institutions; Resolution No. 872 of August 15, 2011 "On Approval of the Procedure for Organizing Inclusive Education in
General Education Institutions™ states that "the personality-oriented direction of the educational process is provided by a
teacher's assistant who participates in the development and implementation of individual curricula and programs, adapts
teaching materials to take into account the individual characteristics of the educational and cognitive activities of children
with special needs;"Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 635 dated July 18, 2012, according to which the
position of "assistant teacher of a general education institution with inclusive and integrated education” was included in
the List of positions of pedagogical and scientific and pedagogical staff; Order of the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine No. 665 dated 01.06.2013, which approved the qualification description, the position is classified as a specialist in
the field of education (code of the classifier of professions - 3330).

Thus, on the basis of the above-mentioned normative legal documents of Ukrainian legislation and based on the study
of the experience of practical work of a teacher’s assistant in educational institutions of Canada, the USA, and the UK,
we will determine the qualification requirements and features of teacher's assistant training; consider in more detail some
aspects of the organization and content of the teacher's assistant's activity (Lapin, 2014). A teacher's assistant (tutor,
assistant) is an equal member of the teaching staff of the institution, participates in the educational process in accordance
with his or her duties (letters of the Ministry of Education and Science, Youth and Sports of Ukraine dated 25.09.2012 No.
1/0-675 "On the job duties of a teacher's assistant™ and No. 1/9-694 "On the introduction of the position of an educator
(teacher's assistant) in general education institutions with inclusive education™ dated 28.09.2012).

The analysis of regulations and personal practical experience in the field of inclusive education has helped to clarify
the qualification criteria that are necessary for a teacher assistant. This review of standards identifies key aspects of the
competencies and skills that are essential for an assistant to participate effectively in an inclusive learning environment (Lapin,
2014): complete higher pedagogical education; obtain a diploma or certificate confirming the qualification of a teacher's
assistant and training in working in an inclusive environment; possess the knowledge, skills and abilities necessary to perform
the functions of the position held; high level of professionalism, initiative, creativity; perfect knowledge of effective forms
and methods of working with children with special educational needs; general culture, high moral qualities; developed
communication and organizational skills, conflict resolution skills; physical and mental health condition allows to perform
professional duties in the educational institution; participation in trainings and educational courses on special services.

An analysis of the recommended job descriptions (Letter of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports No. 1/9-675
of 25.09.12 "On the Job Duties of a Teacher's Assistant”) allows us to identify the key functions of a teacher's assistant
(Manevychi, 2016).

Organizational: assists in organizing the educational process in an inclusive classroom; assists students with special
educational needs in organizing the workplace; observes the child to study his or her individual characteristics, aptitudes,
interests and needs; helps to concentrate attention, promotes the formation of self-regulation and self-control of the
student; cooperates with specialists who work directly with a child with special educational needs and participate in the
development of an individual development program. The teacher's assistant ensures, together with other employees,
healthy and safe conditions for learning, education and work. Maintains the established pedagogical documentation.

Educational and developmental: the teacher's assistant, working with the classroom teacher, provides educational
services aimed at meeting the educational needs of students; provides social and pedagogical support for children with
special educational needs, takes care of professional self-determination and social adaptation of students. Promotes
the development of children with special educational needs, improving their psycho-emotional state. Stimulates the
development of children’s social activity, promotes the identification and disclosure of their abilities, talents, and gifts
through their participation in scientific, technical, and artistic creativity. It creates educational situations, an environment of
optimism and confidence in their abilities and future.
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Diagnostic: together with a group of specialists who develop an individual development program for children with
special educational needs, assesses the academic achievements of students; evaluates the implementation of the individual
development program, studies and analyzes the dynamics of student development.

Prognostic: based on the study of the actual and potential development of the child, participates in the development of
an individual development program.

Advisory: constantly communicates with parents, providing them with the necessary advisory assistance; informs the
class teacher and parents about the student's achievements. Adheres to pedagogical ethics, respects the dignity of the
child’s personality, protects him/her from any form of physical or mental violence.

By constantly improving their professional level, developing their pedagogical skills and improving the overall culture,
teaching assistants actively contribute to the formation of a positive atmosphere in the student body and stimulate the
development of self-esteem in all students. Drawing on the experience of teachers in inclusive education, it is important
to note that teaching assistants regularly explore the capabilities and needs of each child, study the dynamics of their
development, and assist teachers and staff in effectively supporting students.

Particular attention is paid to assisting in the organization of medical and personal care, as well as ensuring the safety
of children's behavior. Thus, all the activities of a teacher's assistant are focused on achieving the main goal - social
adaptation and integration of a child into society. Due to the absence of universal instructions for the work of a teacher's
assistant in inclusive education and the availability of only recommendations, it is impossible to foresee all possible options
that may arise in their practical activities. For this reason, we consider it appropriate to highlight the main practical skills that
teacher assistants should have: involve students in activities aimed at improving their learning and development; to motivate
and encourage students to actively participate in educational and school-wide activities; provide support to students and
ensure successful movement throughout the school day; to assist students in organizing and collecting information, meeting
deadlines and conditions of assignments; support the learning process by providing explanations, demonstrating skills and
modeling appropriate classroom behavior; help students resolve interpersonal conflicts and develop social interaction skills;
create positive relationships and an environment conducive to effective learning; encourage students’ independence and
use supportive strategies to help them develop; foster an atmosphere of safety and respect in the learning environment;
communicate effectively with students, using appropriate language and tone, taking into account specific situations and
conditions of students; nteract with school staff in a manner that promotes positive collaboration and fosters a supportive
atmosphere; collaborate with other professionals in developing individualized education plans for students; organize and
coordinate daily activities to ensure successful completion of assignments; define work requirements and deadlines for
completion of tasks, providing advice; collect, organize and create materials as directed by the teacher; observe the
student and objectively record information about the performance of tasks and behavior, informing the teacher about it;
work with special tools, equipment and technologies, facilitating their use by students and ensuring compliance with safety
requirements; use equipment at the professional level necessary to perform various tasks effectively.

In view of the above, the role of a teacher's assistant is extremely important and includes not only providing assistance to
children with special educational needs and their parents, but also active participation in teamwork with other professionals
(educator, social worker, speech and language therapist, psychologist). The main purpose of this team of specialists
is to combine various efforts to successfully integrate such children into school life. Children with special educational
needs often have special requirements that require the cooperation of experts in various fields. Taking into account the
experience and analyzing the work of specialists in the field of inclusive education, it can be argued that the work between
European teachers, specialists, parents and teacher's assistants is a key element in planning and implementing educational
programs for children with special educational needs. This collective approach ultimately has a positive impact on the
learning success of students with special needs, contributing to their successful adaptation in the educational environment
(Kolupaieva, 2012) This interaction between members of the professional team proves to be effective in addressing the
individual needs of each child. The joint efforts are aimed at creating an inclusive environment where every student has
the opportunity to reach their potential and develop in accordance with their characteristics. The teacher's assistant is a
key intermediary between the child with special needs, the teacher and other specialists. Their task is not only to provide
specific assistance to the student, but also to promote mutual understanding and effective communication throughout the
team. The success of this joint work is manifested in the achievement of positive changes in the learning and behavior of
students with special needs. Individually designed curricula, support from a psychologist, work with a speech and language
therapist, and active parental involvement create optimal conditions for the development and self-realization of each child
in the educational process.

The interaction of this team becomes the basis for successful inclusive education, where every child has the opportunity
to feel part of the educational environment, receive the necessary support and grow as a person.

Cooperation between a teacher and a teaching assistant is an integral part of a differentiated team. Together, they
interact, clearly defining their role in the learning process, and complement each other harmoniously. The assistant, as a
team member, should not only have appropriate training, but also constant support and assistance from the teacher.

Effective communication between a teacher and a teaching assistant is a key aspect of their collaboration. It requires
important listening skills and the exchange of information needed to solve various problems. It is also important to receive
negative information and use it to create a positive working atmosphere in the children's team. This approach increases the
effectiveness of the team and improves the overall climate in the learning environment.

In order to be effective in the classroom, it is important that the assistant is familiar with the teacher's goals, which
are included in each student's individualized learning plan. It is also important that the assistant be able to track student
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progress and recognize when certain outcomes have been achieved. Knowing how to report observations to the teacher
is also a key element of an effective teaching assistant. Appropriate training of the assistant successfully fulfills the role of
ensuring student safety and increasing student productivity.

Coordinated cooperation between the teacher's assistant and the teacher himself or herself is essential to the
effectiveness of the educational process in an inclusive institution. In addition, the teacher's assistant's cooperation with
the team of specialists and parents plays an important role in improving the quality of education. The assistant takes into
account the advice of specialists, provides information about the child, and maintains constant contact with the parents
of students, involving them in the planning and implementation of the program. The assistant's presence at lessons,
extracurricular activities, and during additional classes allows him or her to observe and consult with specialists if necessary,
which helps to resolve important issues in the learning process.

The teacher's assistant actively assists parents of children with special educational needs, helping them to establish
a productive dialog with the teacher. He or she takes into account the reasons for the child's conflict behavior, helps
parents cope with anxiety and doubts, teaches them to match their expectations of learning success with their child's real
capabilities, and supports the joy of even minor achievements.

Thus, the teacher's assistant acts as an important member of the team that brings together professionals and parents,
contributing to the key role in the education and socialization of students with special needs. Their participation provides
person-centered guidance in the educational process. It is important to pay attention to the cooperation between the
teacher's assistant and the child. The assistant should establish and maintain a positive relationship with the student,
creating a favorable climate for effective learning and development (Chornoboi, 2012): treating children with respect and
recognizing their dignity, taking into account their physical, social and psychological development; showing respect for the
child’s strengths and concerns; maintaining effective and cooperative relationships; demonstrating appropriate responses
to child-initiated interactions.

The key element in the assistant's work is the report study of information about the child, his or her current level of
development, knowledge and skills. The teacher's assistant studies an extract from the PMPC protocol, psychological
diagnostics by a psychologist, diagnostics by a social pedagogue, results of a defectologist's examination (speech
therapist, sign language therapist, oligophrenic therapist, typhlopedagogue) and receives information from parents. For
two weeks, the assistant observes the child's learning in different classes, studies his or her behavior during lessons and
breaks, and communicates with parents of students with special educational needs. The ability to communicate effectively
is a key feature in the work of a teacher's assistant with a child.

The teacher assistant is required to be patient, attentive, calm, flexible and adaptable, and to be able to fulfill different
social roles simultaneously, being among adults (parents and professionals) and among students. The teacher's assistant
is in a unique position where he or she needs to interact effectively with other groups. The results of observations,
comprehensive examinations and discussion of their results by the teacher's assistant serve as the basis for determining
specific teaching strategies and approaches to the education of a child with special educational needs. The teacher's
assistant has a significant impact on mobilizing children’s individual capabilities, stimulating their knowledge formation,
development of communication skills. Maintaining competition in the work of a teacher's assistant clearly understand
the entire scheme of inclusive education, plan daily and long-term activities of students, monitor the outcome of the
educational process and make adjustments to the work with the student, taking into account the observations and detailed
analysis of the activities of all participants in inclusive education.

This approach to inclusive education, which is based on the active role of the teaching assistant and his/her cooperation
with all participants in the process, contributes to the creation of a true environment of support and development for
children with special educational needs.

Thus, a teacher's assistant, in fulfilling his or her duties, becomes a necessary link in the interaction of all participants
in the educational process. Their work is based on an individual approach to each student with special educational needs.
Through the common interests and efforts of the teacher, assistant, and parents, they together contribute to the formation
of an optimal environment for the development of each child. The teacher's assistant not only chooses effective teaching
strategies, but also interacts with students, creating support and hope for success. Through their ability to communicate
effectively and analyze in detail, the teacher’s assistant contributes to the improvement of the education and upbringing of
each child in an inclusive environment. His/her participation in the work with students with special educational needs is an
invaluable component of the successful functioning of inclusive education.

It is also important to note that throughout the school year, the teacher's assistant is obliged to systematically study
methodological literature, gain experience, interact with educational and rehabilitation centers, participate in district and
regional seminars, and take their own professional development courses. To further their self-educational growth, teacher
assistants should initiate participation in trainings and courses focused on various aspects, from inclusive education and
student characteristics to maintaining the learning environment, behavior management, and professional development.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS OF FURTHER RESEARCH

To summarize, we can conclude that the active implementation of inclusive education in the educational space
becomes possible only with the participation of a teacher's assistant as a member of a professional team. Professional
experience, practical skills, and the ability to effectively organize special work professionally play a role in assisting
teacher assistants in implementing the educational process for children with special educational needs.

In my opinion, one of the key roles of a teacher's assistant is to teach a child with special educational needs to
learn independently and to create a favorable educational environment for them. The teacher's assistant should be
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defined as a reliable friend for the child, always ready to help and understand his or her words, thoughts, views,
feelings, and inner state. These important aspects only outline the wide range of significance of the role of a teaching
assistant in inclusive education.

These aspects, while important, do not cover the full significance of the role of the teacher assistant in inclusive
education. Thus, they encourage further research and analysis of issues related to the coherence of regulations
aimed at improving social interaction in the educational environment.
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