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PEDAGOGICAL ELITE — UKRAINE'S NATIONAL POTENTIAL

Abstract. This article offers a theoretical and practical analysis of the pedagogical elite, an important part of Ukrainian
society. The authors aim to highlight issues related to the pedagogical elite through the lens of conflicting perspectives.
Specifically, they address the ambiguous attitude towards the very concept of "elite”; the lack of research into the psychological
and pedagogical traits of the elite; the absence of clear criteria for identifying the elite; and the growing importance of various
types of elites in stabilizing, integrating, and developing the social system. It is emphasized that the pedagogical elite is the
most professionally competent, authoritative, proactive, and creative segment of the pedagogical community.

The article reveals the importance of the pedagogical elite in shaping future citizens and highlights the close connection
between the concept of the pedagogical elite and the main directions of civic education. It presents the historical background
for the emergence and development of the term "elite." The social mobility of elite members is also noted. The authors
point out that the pedagogical elite acts as the national potential of the state. It shows that forming elite awareness involves
developing a clear civic stance — a conscious attitude of an individual towards society and the state.

The authors use the concepts of "elite,” "pedagogical elite,” "national elite,” "scientific elite,” and "elite education” as
the theoretical foundation of the study, providing a basis for scientific approaches. The article identifies and describes various
scientific approaches to interpreting elite consciousness as a key indicator of the formation of a pedagogical elite (psychological,
philosophical, axiological). It also establishes criteria for assessing the level of development of pedagogical consciousness,
including cognitive, value, and personal aspects.

Keywords: elite, pedagogical elite, national elite, elite consciousness, civic education, pedagogical education.

NEQATONIYHA EJIITA — HALLIOHAJIbHUIA NOTEHLIAJT YKPAIHU

AHoTauig. Y cTaTTi 3anponoHOBaHO TEOPETUKO-NPaKTUYHMIA aHani3 Npo6emMn HagBHOCTI NeaaroriyHoi enitm — BaXnBoro
ckflagHMKa yKpaiHCbKOro cycnifibcTBa. ABTOPW MPOMOHYIOTb PO3KPUTTS npobnemMatvku neparoriyHoi enitv yepes npuamy
BMOKPEMJIEHHSI CYMepeYyHoCTeN (HEOAHO3HAYHEe CTaBNEHHS 40 CaMOro MOHATTS «eniTa»; HeAOCHiIXKeHICTb npobnemu
NCUXO00ro-nejaroriyHnX 03HaK enith Ta BiACYTHICTb BiANOBIAHMX KPUTEPIIB BUOKPEMIIEHHS €N1iTU; Wopa3 6iNbLuMM 3HAYEHHAM
pisHMX TVNiB eniT ans crabinisaujii Ta iHTerpauii coujanbHOT cuctemun Ta ii NOCTYNanbHOrO PO3BMTKY, MOLUYKY LUAAXIB ANS iX
peanizauji). HaronowieHo, WO neparoriyHa enita — ue Halbinbw NPodecinHO KOMMNeTeHTHa, aBTOPUTETHA, iHiujaTMBHA Ta
TBOpYa YacTMHa nefaroriyHoi ChiflbHOTU.
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Y cTaTTi pO3KPUTO 3HAYEHHS NeJaroriyHoi enitn ans GopMyBaHHA ManbyTHIX rPOMasiH, Noka3aHo TiCHWI B3aEMO3B’A30K
MiXX 3MICTOBMM HarnOBHEHHSAM MOHATTS NefaroriyHoi enity Ta NPoBIAHMMK HanpsmMamn rpoMaasHCbKOro BUXOBaHHS. MNokasaHo
iICTOPWYHI NepelyMOBM BUHUKHEHHS Ta PO3BUTKY MOHATTS «eJiTa», 3a3HAYEHO Ha CoLiaNbHiii MOBINBLHOCTI NpeaCcTaBHUKIB eniT.
ABTOpamMun 3a3HayeHo, WO NegaroriyHa enita € HauioHanbHMM NOTEHLianoM AepXaBu; NokKasaHo, Lo CPOPMOBAHICTb ENiTHOI
CBigOMOCTI Nepenbayae GOPMyBaHHS YiTKOI rPOMAASHCLKOI NMO3MLji — YCBIAOMIEHOIr0 CTaBJIEHHS JIIOAMHU A0 CYCMiNbCTBa Ta
hepxasu.

ABTOPM MPOMOHYIOTb AN TEOPETUYHOI OCHOBM AOCHIOKEHHS 3MICT MOHATL «efiTa», «negaroriyHa enita», «HauioHanbHa
enita», «HaykoBa enita», «eflitTHa OCBiTa», WO CNyryBanu Afns obrpyHTyBaHHS HayKOBUX MiaxopiB. Y CTaTTi BUOKPEMIEHO
Ta CxapakTepu3oBaHO HayKOBi nigxoau TpakTyBaHHSA efliTHOI CBiAOMOCTI K HeoOXiAHOro nokas3Huka CcGOPMOBAHOCTI
npeacTtaBHMKa NejaroriyHoi enitm (NCUXonoriyHni, @inocodCbKnin, akCioNoriYHNn); BU3HAYEHO KPUTEPIi OLLHIOBAHHSA PIBHA
chOPMOBaHOCTI NeaaroriyHoi CBiAOMOCTi (KOTHITUBHWUIA, LiHHICHWIA, 0COBUCTICHWIA).

KniovoBi cnoBa: enita, negaroriyHa enita, HalioHanbHa enita, efitHa CBiAOMICTb, FPOMaAsHCbKE BMXOBaHHSA, NedaroriyHa
OCBITa.

INTRODUCTION

The problem formulation. The humanitarian development of Ukraine primarily involves building a civil society
based on democratic values and creating a new quality of life. This can be achieved through civil unity, political
cohesion of Ukrainian society, and the integration of regions into a unified Ukrainian spiritual, humanitarian, political,
and economic space.

An important factor stimulating this process is the provision of state standards and state social guarantees, a
decent standard of living for every citizen. It is also obvious that the state strategy for forming a single humanitarian
space should be based on ensuring the sovereignty of the Ukrainian cultural and information field and forming a
national civic identity (New Course, 2010, p. 69).

The term elite began to be actively used in scientific terminology at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries.
In a broad sociological context, it denotes the highest, relatively closed stratum of society that controls its main
economic, political, and cultural resources. In scientific and educational contexts, the term “elite” is usually not used.
Unfortunately, belonging to the scientific (educational) elite is not a very common or privileged phenomenon in our
society.

At the same time, M. Veselsky, the director of the Radovel charitable foundation, emphasizes: “All other elites are
formed by the pedagogical elite! The key person of this elite is the teacher. Teaching is service! The key skill of a
teacher is to find talent” (Pedagogical Elite of Ukraine, 2023).

Talented elite scientists develop from gifted children, who need to be identified early in preschool and nurtured to
prevent talent loss. The elite education of the nation's intelligentsia begins exactly at preschool age.

PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH

To reveal the content of the concept of "pedagogical elite”, to determine the features of the formation of the
pedagogical elite through the lens of elite consciousness; to identify approaches to the interpretation of elite
consciousness, and to determine the criteria for assessing the formation of elite consciousness.

RESEARCH METHODS

In the research process, methods of analysis, synthesis, and generalization were used to study and systematize
the results of scientific research, identify leading scientific approaches addressing the issues of the pedagogical elite.

RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH

It is important to note that modern pedagogical education is seen as not only an independent branch of professional
education but also as a system-shaping factor of the entire national education system, which should play a leading
role among other types and levels of education. We emphasize that the leading role of pedagogical education involves:

+ its fundamental nature;

+ focus on developing readiness for innovative changes;

- assessing the quality of students’ professional training based on the best global practices in teacher education;

+ guiding students toward future professional competitiveness, etc.

The Encyclopedia of Modern Ukraine offers a definition of the term “national elite,” which is understood as a
part of a nation that assumes the roles of its leader and manager across political, cultural, economic, and other
spheres. The earliest modern theories of elites emerged at the beginning of the 20th century (including thinkers
like V. Pareto and G. Mosca), and over time, various versions of these theories and the concept itself have evolved.
Some researchers defend the idea that society does not have just one elite but many. The presence of multiple
elites, along with their social mobility, creates numerous power centers, enabling control over various structures
from the presidential apparatus to the media. The competitive nature of political and other social spheres helps slow
monopolistic tendencies and promotes rational social decision-making. The openness of the social system, in turn,
enhances personal freedom for citizens (Grabovsky, 2025).

We agree with the positions of H. Vasyanovych and O. Budnyk, who note that the concept of “pedagogical elite”
reflects the activities of the most advanced scientific and pedagogical class aimed at the spiritual-moral, cultural-
educational, and professional development of learners. Clearly, such activities are rooted in principles of a scientific
worldview, humanistic values, freedom, and democracy. In this context, researchers also point out another aspect: the
activities of the pedagogical elite are gaining special significance because they also attain the status of meta-activity;
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therefore, through their efforts, a holistic new person is being cultivated. As a part of the Ukrainian intelligentsia,
the pedagogical elite serves as a powerful carrier of spirituality, morality, the entire cultural heritage of the nation,
and society as a whole. The authors, objectively evaluating this highly complex process, acknowledge that not all
efforts of the pedagogical elite produce positive results. Naturally, this raises questions about the reasons behind this
(Vasyanovych, Budnyk, 2017, p. 101).

On February 16, 2023, the International Pedagogical Forum “Pedagogical Elite of Ukraine: Value Guidelines”
(https://naps.gov.ua/ua/press/releases/2949/) was held at the Mykhailo Dragomanov Ukrainian State University. The
organizers of the Forum: the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, Mykhailo Dragomanov Ukrainian State
University, the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine, the International Association of Rectors of
Pedagogical Universities of Europe, and the Polish-Ukrainian Partnership Charitable Foundation. Educators from Lviv,
Kharkiv, Vinnytsia, Poltava, Lutsk, Chernivtsi, and Khmelnytskyi participated in the Forum. The event was prompted by
social demands for the modernization of pedagogical education in the global dimension of security, which require a
specialist of a new formation — morally mature, with an awareness of national identity, able to work in the deoccupied
territories with children who were under the influence of Russian propaganda for some time.

The president of the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine, academician of the National Academy
of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine V. Kremen emphasized the innovative nature of the current stage of development
of Ukrainian society. The importance of education in the development of the individual, as well as the training of
teachers in the context of modern civilizational challenges, was noted. Based on the opinions and ideas expressed,
the Forum adopted a decision. It stated that the participants of the Forum had come together to consolidate solidarity
efforts in improving the professional skills of the pedagogical elite and developing strategies for continuous education
and professional development to form the quality and safety of the educational space in cooperation with international
partners. Furthermore, to develop sound organizational and managerial decisions to build a futuristic architecture of the
sphere of education, science, and innovation at the cross-border, international, regional, national and departmental,
institutional, and university levels (Pedagogical Elite of Ukraine, 2023).

We emphasize: the pedagogical elite is the most professionally competent, authoritative, proactive, and creative
part of the pedagogical community, which plays a leading role in the development of education, the implementation of
innovations, the formation of educational policy, and the values of society.

In the context of our study, we offer an overview of the content of the concepts of elite education and the scientific
elite.

Elite education (translated from French — better, selected, chosen) is a special, privileged education for a narrow
circle of young people who have the opportunity to receive it due to the high social status of their parents (social status,
material and financial opportunities) or high intelligence indicators at various stages of selection and assessment
(final exams in schools and colleges, competitions of talented children, etc.) (Encyclopedia of Education, 2008, pp.
261-262).

As |.Regeilo notes, the scientific elite is the leading stratum of the socio-professional community of scientists,
which consists of highly qualified scientists whose professional achievements are significant in science, recognized by
the scientific community, and who are aware of their social responsibility both to their socio-professional community
and to society as a whole (Regeilo, 2014, p. 184).

The relevance of the researched issues, the state of research of this problem give grounds to assert that the
pedagogical elite acts as the national potential of the state. The position of V. Bobrytska is noteworthy, which
emphasizes that the state's educational policy provides for the formation of a pedagogical elite, taking into account
the idea of civic education (Bobrytska, 2020).

The Concept of Civic Education Development in Ukraine defines the main content areas of civic education (2018).
These are:

- human and citizen rights;

- participation of citizens and civil society institutions in conducting state affairs;

- use of the judicial system to protect civil rights; use of other mechanisms for protecting human rights at the
national and international levels;

- participation of citizens and civil society institutions in the formation and implementation of state policy, solving
issues of local importance, decision-making processes at various levels; responsible attitude to one's duties;

- national-patriotic education;

- critical thinking;

- media education;

- volunteering (Development Concept, 2018).

We are unanimous in the fact that it is the representatives of the pedagogical elite who become key figures in
the implementation of the tasks of the main content areas of civic education. The formation of the pedagogical elite
involves the formation of elite consciousness of the representatives of this elite. If we interpret consciousness as the
ability to know the environment and oneself through attention, thinking, and reason, awareness, self-reflection, and
metacognition, then elite consciousness, in our opinion, should be distinguished by certain specific features. First of
all, we are talking about a high level of development of critical thinking and the ability to analyze complex, often super-
sensitive, problems related to education, the activities of educational institutions, and specialists whose activities are
related to education. Therefore, we single out the psychological context of the content of elite consciousness.
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The term "consciousness” in philosophy is interpreted as the highest form of reflection of reality, which is inherent
in people and is associated with their psyche, abstract thinking, worldview, self-awareness, self-control of their
behavior and activity, and predicting the results of the latter. Human consciousness is a set of sensory and ideal
images of reality, their activity, and themselves. Hence, the content of consciousness is the experience of their
existence in the space-time dimension (Philosophy, 2025). So, in the context of a philosophical approach, we note
that spirituality should be added to the signs of elite consciousness as a personal value that is significant for a person,
determines the vectors of achieving personal and professional goals, building a professional career, etc.

The formation of elite consciousness involves the formation of a clear civic position, which we interpret as a
conscious attitude of a person to society, the state, and the citizen of which is the individual himself. We believe that
for representatives of the pedagogical elite, adherence to a clear civic position is the highest indicator of the formation
of the personality. It is the educator — a mentor, educator, teacher — who influences the formation and development
of the personality of pupils and students at different age stages, ensures the formation of civic competence and the
necessary moral qualities.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS OF FURTHER RESEARCH

Thus, the problem of the pedagogical elite is a relevant, important, and little-studied area of domestic pedagogical
science. The presence of contradictory aspects of the interpretation of the content of the concept of elite itself is
due to the long-standing ambiguous attitude towards the very stratum of society, the elite, which for a long time was
associated precisely with representatives of the ruling power in the state. We consider the substantiation of the criteria
for assessing the formation of the pedagogical elite, which we define as: cognitive, value, and personal, as well as the
search for appropriate methods for their verification, as prospects for further scientific research.

REFERENCES

Bobrytska, V. (2020). Osvitnia polityka u hromadianskomu vykhovanni pedahohichnoi elity. 2020. Tsyfrovyi repozytarii Ukrainskoho derzhavnoho
universytetu imeni Mykhaila Drahomanova [Educational policy in civic education of the pedagogical elite [Electronic resource]. Digital
Repository of the Ukrainian State University named after Mykhailo Drahomanov. URL: https://fenpuir.npu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/38728
. [in Ukrainian]

Vasyanovych, H., & Budnyk, O. (2017). Pedahohichna elita yak fenomen suchasnosti: dukhovno-moralnyi kontekst [The pedagogical elite as a
phenomenon of modernity: Spiritual and moral context]. Lider. Elita. Suspilstvo — Leader. Elite. Society, 1, 96—-108. URL: https://doi.
0rg/10.20998/%x [in Ukrainian].

Hrabovskyi, S. I. (n.d.). Elita natsionalna. Entsyklopediia suchasnoi Ukrainy [National elite [Electronic resource]. Encyclopedia of Modern Ukraine.
Retrieved June 16, 2025. URL: https://esu.com.ua/article-17797 [in Ukrainian].

Kremin, V. H. (Ed.). (2008). Entsyklopediia osvity / Akad. ped. nauk Ukrainy ; holovnyi red. V.H. Kremen [Encyclopedia of education]. Kyiv: Yurinkom
Inter. [in Ukrainian].

Hoshovska, V. A. (Ed.). (2013). Elitoznavstvo : pidruchnyk / za zah. red. V. A. Hoshovskoi [Elitology: Textbook]. Kyiv: NADU. URL: https://www.
researchgate.net/publication/344403111_Elitoznavstvo_pidrucnik [in Ukrainian].

Kontseptsiia rozvytku hromadianskoi osvity v Ukraini. 3 zhovtnia 2018 r. [Concept for the development of civic education in Ukraine (2018, October
3)]. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/710-2018-p#Text [in Ukrainian].

Machynska, N. I. (2019). Formuvannia naukovoi elity v umovakh zakladu vyshchoi osvity [Formation of the scientific elite in the conditions of higher
education institutions]. Visnyk Cherkaskoho natsionalnoho universytetu imeni Bohdana Khmelnytskoho. Seriia: "Pedahohichni nauky" —
Bulletin of the Bohdan Khmelnytskyi Cherkasy National University. Series: Pedagogical Sciences, 1, 20-25]. URL: https://ped-ejournal.
cdu.edu.ualarticle/view/3225/3413 [in Ukrainian].

Heiets, V. M. (Ed.). (2010). Novyi kurs: reformy v Ukraini. 2010-2015. Natsionalna dopovid / za zah. red. V. M. Heitsia [ta in.] [New course: Reforms in
Ukraine, 2010-2015. National report]. Kyiv: NBUV Research and Publishing Center. URL: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/rada/show/v0078550-
10#Text [in Ukrainian)].

Hoshovska, V. A. (Ed.). (2010). Parlamentaryzm ta parlamentska diialnist : slovnyk-dovidnyk / za zah. red. V. A. Hoshovskoi [Parliamentarianism and
parliamentary activity: Dictionary-guide]. Kyiv: NADU. URL: https://elibrary.ivinas.gov.ua/3907/ [in Ukrainian].

Pedahohichna elita Ukrainy: tsinnisni oriientyry [Pedagogical elite of Ukraine: Value guidelines] [Electronic resource]. (2023, February 17). Retrieved
June 16, 2025. URL: https://osvita.loda.gov.ua/?page=blog&id=1292[in Ukrainian].

Reheilo, I. Yu. (2014). Pidhotovka fakhivtsiv vyshchoi kvalifikatsii v Ukraini u KhKh-KhKhl stolitti: istoryko-pedahohichnyi aspekt : navch. posib
[Training of highly qualified specialists in Ukraine in the 20th—21st centuries: Historical and pedagogical aspect]. Kyiv: Osvita Ukrainy. [in
Ukrainian].

Skovoroda, H. (1994). Rozmova piaty podorozhnikh pro istynne shchastia v zhytti (tovaryska rozmova pro dushevnyi myr [A conversation of five
travelers about true happiness in life (A friendly talk about peace of soul)]. In H. Skovoroda, Works (Vol. 1, pp. 528). Kyiv: AT "Oberehy".
(Original work published in 18th century). [in Ukrainian].

Filosofiia. Multymediinyi navchalnyi posibnyk. Natsionalna akademiia vnutrishnikh sprav [Philosophy: Multimedia textbook [Electronic resource].
National Academy of Internal Affairs. Retrieved June 19, 2025]. URL: https://arm.navs.edu.ua/books/filosofia-30012017/info/slovnyk.html
[in Ukrainian].

Received 24.05.2025
Accepted 17.06.2025

57



